
B u f f a l o  O l m s t e d  P a r k s   M a s t e r  P l a n

location: Buffalo, NY

owner: Olmsted Parks Conservency

The City of Buffalo hosts one of the most celebrated and intact 

Olmsted parks systems in the country.   Olmsted’s system of 

parks and parkways in Buffalo is historic because it is the first 

of its kind in the nation and represents one of his largest bodies 

of work.  Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the 

system comprises 75% of the city’s parkland.  

Working off the Ellicot designed city framework for radial streets, 

Olmsted developed six major parks linked througn a series of 

parkways and circles throughout the city.   In a long-standing 

relationship, Trowbridge & Wolf has provided planning, restoration 

and design services to the Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy 

since its inception in 1978.  

Design and planning work on Olmsted open spaces in Buffalo 

includes:  South Park, Cazenovia Park, Front Park, Delaware Park, 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Park, and Riverside Park.  

Most recently, Trowbridge & Wolf was an intregral member of the 

project team for the Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy’s 20-Year 

Restoration and Management Plan for the Olmsted system.  This 

ambitious project worked to compile a comprehensive set of res-

toration, design, and management goals for every major park in 

the system, including the connecting circle and parkway elements.   

Study of historical documents, site visits, inventory and analy-

sis, programming considerations, management strategies and 

intensive multidisciplinary charettes helped guide development of 

design and management recommendations for Cazenovia Park, 

Delaware Park, Front Park, Martin Luther King Jr. Park, Riverside 

Park, South Park and the Circles and Parkways.   



In close collaboration with a broad range of stakehold-

ers, the group also organized and gave priorty to a set 

of site specific goals and projects for each park.  

Park rehabilitation and updated design recommen-

dations were illustrated through plans, sections and 

site-specific sketches.  The result is a comprehensive, 

system-wide restoration and management plan that will 

guide development for the Olmsted parks in the Buffalo 

System for the next 20 years.

The completed graphics for the project will be used 

for major fundraising efforts.   Trowbridge & Wolf was 

additionally responsible for creating the final graph-

ics for the management plan.   In recognition of the 

historic documentation for the parks, Trowbridge & Wolf 

constructed the illlustrative work for the project in the 

spirit and style of the Olmsted office.  The illustrations 

and sketches included here are the culmination of that 

effort.     


