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The Tonawanda Canal Harbor project is one of seven Erie Canal 

harbors being developed by the New York State Canal Corpora-

tion.  TWLA’s approach to the project was to uncover and reveal 

Tonawanda’s Erie Canal heritage.  The greatest challenge was the 

fragmented nature of the site.  Bridges, streets, and waterways 

intersect the site, obscuring the linear continuity.  A continuous 
pedestrian spine now links three 

distinctive outdoor spaces.  Origi-

nal canal remnants are incorpo-

rated within the design of the new 

stone amphitheater and a gate-

way feature marks and interprets 

historic alignments.  Tonawanda 

Canal Harbor has emerged as 

the national icon and premiere 

destination of the newly revitalized 

Erie Canal.   


